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Perspective
The textbook Soviet spy
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Zakharov arrived in New York as one of
those civil servants in 1982, a physicist as-
signed to work in the UN Center for Sci-
ence and Technology for Development, an
office that is designed to encourage devel-
opment in Third World countries.

As soon as he arrifved,.U.S. agents began
a routine process of trying to determine
whether he was an intelligence officer or
simply a Soviet doing his job. “Sometim
we already know, .fram the guy’s back-
ground or becaise the CIA has identified
his activities elsewhere,” one FBI man said.
“Other times we spot it here.”

diathjﬂkyharovstamd“txwo' almost imme-
,” trying to spot an persons
who might be useful agents. , U.S.
sources said, he had several contacts on the
string and others had reported his ap-
proaches but did not want to work as
double-agents.

At the same timefifhe affable young Rus-
sian had to maintain his cover of a UN
emplgz’ee. He, his wife, Tanya, and 12-
year- daughter, Irina, rented of a
two-family house in the section
of the Bronx, an area where many Russians
live either in a six-acre Soviet rnment
compound or in several buildings.
For all intents and purposes, his landlord
has told reporters, he was a friendly, televi-
sion-watching, chatty man who took oc-
casional trips to the country and seemed to

:reamlﬁstimewithhiswifcanddaugh-
er.

velopments, the developments that have
kept America’s defenses ahead of the Soviet
Union’s for four decades.

And he was operating in the patient man-
ner of Moscow, shooting for the long-haul,
theog;la ed reward. In {v(ify, 1986, he con-
vin irg to sign a 10-year espionage
contract, a tried-and-true KGB device de-
signed to solidify the relationship between
intelligence officer and spy. Until August,
Zakharov was tug 10 a manner com-
mon for the KEB ofhicers at the UN.
have diplo-
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S arrest.

Ul;ionﬂs carlier, the FBI had thx:tformed the

.S. intelligence community it was on
to a Soviet spy in New York. As Za-
kharov’s activities intensified, the FBI taok
the elements of the case to John Martin
chief of the internal security division at the
Justice Department, who cleared them to

- proval at the highest echelons of

government.

When Martin is asked whether the arrest
of Zakharov was prudent at a time when
the US. and the Union in

the
delicate negotiations of arranging a super-
power summit, he argues that it was the
Soviets and Zakharov that really set the
schedule. :

“Anyone who said that it was the
American action that interrupted the
rhythm of the summit planning is dead
wrong, because it was the Soviets who set
the timetable. It was the Soviets who de-
cided that during the summit preparations
they would continue their espionage acs
tivity as intensively as before. It was not
an American action that disrupted it, if
indeed it has been disrupted. It’s the Sovi-
et action.”
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